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1. HE following Diſcourſe kin 

been written chiefly for the Uſe 

of a plain People, it was neceſſary to 
adapt the Phraleclogy of it to the Com- 
prehenſion of ſuch. If it tends in any 
wiſe to inſtruct the Ignorant, or con- 
firm the Wavering ; to eſtabliſh and 
ſettle them in the Truth, leſt they 
ſhould be 79fed to and fro, and carried 


about with every Wind'of Doctrine; or, 


if it ſerves to exhibit the Vol, in his 


1 proper Colours, ſo that the Flock be- 


ing timely apprized of their Danger, 
may fly "Br: him, and avoid him as 


their greateſt Enemy ; it will anſwer. 
the End which the Author had in View, 


and will be a ſufficient Apology for his 
making it Public. 


nw 


all know them by their Fruits. 
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Beware of falſe Prophets, aohich come in you in Sheeg's 


Clathing, but inwardly they are ravening Wolves. Te 


on 


Matt. vii. 15, 16. 


z. 1 | H E Creator of the Univerſe being utterly u- 


| comprehenſible by any of his Creatures, even. 
the higheſt Arch-Angel ; and his Will alſo being known, 
only ſo far as he himſelf is pleaſed to impart it to them; 


he hath ractouſly condeſcended to reveal the Know-. 


ledge of himſelf in Part, and alſo the Knowledge of 
his Will, not only to thoſe' miniftring Spirits who wait 
on him continually to execute his Commands; but alſo: 


to many of the Children of Men in every Age, whom 


he employs as Means of conveying it to others. And 


he cauſed his Will to be promulged not only by the 
Mouth of thoſe Men, whom he employed on this Oc= 
caſion; but ordered it alſo to be written for the Learn- 


ing and Inſtruction of all who ſhould follow after in 


every ſucceeding Age. 


2. Sometimes theſe Men are ſtyled Prophets, fometimes | 


Apoftles, ſometimes Teachers, ſometimes Ambaſſadors for 


Chrift, ſometimes Miniſter of Chrift, and W 
. _ A 2 Le 


—— —ñœ—ͤ:.z᷑. 


W 


Satan 
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in which the Term Prophet is taken in Hol Seriprure. 


Firft, this Title is given to One, who being enlight- 


_ened by him who knoweth all Things paſt, preſent, 


and to come, is enabled to foretel future Events, or 


what ſhall happen to particular Perſons, Families, Na- 


tions, or Kingdoms in ſucceeding Times. Secondly, it 


is given to One, who ſpeaks in the Name of God, "who 


teaches, expounds, or interprets the Word of. God to 
others; in which Senſe it is moſt commonly uſed in the 


New Teſtament ; and td this particular Notion I mean 


10 confine the Term in the following Diſeourſe. 


Ane r ch grand. Denver; 


ever ſince he was caſt out of the Realms of Bliſs, to 
endeavour to counteract the gracious Deſigns of Pro- 
vidence. In order the more effectually to fruſtrate the 
Work of God, who willeth all men to be ſaved, he 


Bhs eee en the Appearance of an Angel of Light; 


ſometimes he ſows Tares among the Wheat ; and ſome- 
times he ſends his Emiſſaries, his Miniſters, his falſe Ajo- 


ffles, his deceitfiil Workers, who transform themſelves into, or 


rather put on the Appearance of the Apoſtles of Chrift, As 
had Numbers of theſe Agents diſperſed, not only 

among the Heathen Nations, Bu 

of old, in order to draw them to Idolatry ; ſo has he 


many now, in the Times of the Goſpel, who, like an 


pris fatuns, lead Men aſtray, ſaying, Lo! Chrift is 

re, and Lo! he is there; who, tho' they have under- 
taken 70 be Teachers of the Law, and alſo to preach 
Chriſt, yet andenſtand neither what they ſay, nor where- 
of they affirm. I would not be underſtood to aſſert, 
hat all thoſe alluded to, do knowingly and willingly 


lead Men aſtray; but as Sto hath blinded their Eyes 


that they cannot ſee,” they are made inſtrumental by 
Satan in deceiving or leading their Fellow-Mortals 


aſtray; for, if the Blind lead the Blind, the inevitable 
Conſequence is, that borh he that, leads, and he that is 


led, avill fall into the Ditch, 
thoſe who ſpeak in the Name of God, to know _ 


4. It is undoubtedly neceſſary, highly neceſſary, for 


3 


ut alſo among the Jews 


7 4 
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Hall know them by their Fruits. Here is an infallible 


engere iy their Fruit ye foal 


a: 
oily that they are ſent and commiſſioned by him; for he 


by 5 


daegnounces judgments againſt thoſe ho ran, though he 


bad not ſent them; who propheſied;* though he had not 
[Pen to them, However, | 2 this Point to be 


| . conſidered ſeriouſly by the Prophets, and proceed to my 


urpoſe ; which is, to endeavour to point out to you, 
who come under the Denomination of Hearers, fome 
Marks or Tokens, whereby you may diſtinguiſh falſe 
Prophets from the true Ones. And this I do out of ſin- 
cere Affection and Regard for your Souls; fearing leſt 
_ efter ny Departure, grievous Wolves ſhould enter in amg 
ous. not ſparing, neither feeding the Flock. Another 
Reaſon is, becauſe many of you ſeem defirous to have 
an Anſwer to this Queſtion, —** We are told that falſe 
Prophets ſhall ariſe, and deceive many; how then ſhall 
We FO or diſtinguiſh: them? „ | 


F. It would, indeed, have been inconſiſtent with the 
Wiſdom of our Divine Lord to caution his Diſciples 
and Hearers againſt falſe Prophets or falſe Teachers; 
and not at the ſame Time lay down ſome Rule whereby 
they ſhould be known, or point out ſome Teſt or Stan- 
dard whereby they ſhould be tried. In vain would it 
| have been alſo for his Apoſtles to forewarn the Chyiſti- 
ans that falſe Prophets ſhould ariſe in after-Times, un- 
leſs they had alſo told them ſome Marks or Tokens 
whereby to diſtinguiſh them. There are many of thoſe 
Marks to be found in the Writings of the Apoftles ; 
but the Crigerion, or diſtinguiſhing one, mentioned 
here by our bleſſed Lord in the latter Part of the Text, 
ſeems to be the plaineſt and moſt eaſy imaginable: Te 


Token, whereby the meaneſt Mechanic, the moſt illi- 
terate Herds-man, People of the weakeſt Capacity, 
may be able to judge for themſelves. It is eaſy to diſ- 
cern whether a Tree is good or bad by examining the 
Fruit it bears; for, as our Lord obſerves elſewhere, 
every Tree is known by his own Fruit; and here in the 
Context he faith, every good Tree bringeth forth good 
Fruit: hut à corrupt Tree brinpeth- forth evil Fruit, 
[ana them. 8 
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cy of the Diſcour 


Preaching or Miniſtry on their Hearers; And, 


5 17 
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86. Here the falſe Prophets, or ſome of their Adhes 
rents may be ready to object to this Mode of Procedure, 
of judging men,” as they term it; and will ground 
their Objection on the Words of our Lord in the begin- 
ning of this Chapter: — Judge not, that ye be not fud ged. 


"Theſe Words are frequently in their Mouths, and they 


quote them as they do many other Paſſages of Scripture, 
without vere ok, the Context, the Scope or Tenden- 
; e or Paſſage to which they belong. 
© Our Lord, indeed, forbids here the paſſing a raſh Cen- 
ſure upon others, left we provoke God to uſe Severity 
towards us; but that he allows of our forming a Jud 


ment or Opinion, and prying into the Lives and Acti- 
ons of others, when we have amended and reformed our 


_ "own, appears from thoſe Words of his at the 5th Verſe, 


then ſhalt thou ſee clearly to caft the Mote ont of thy Bro- 
ther's Eye. How then could. he /ce the, Mate, that is, 


the leſſer Crimes of which bis Neighbour was guilty, 
unleſs he was allowed to diſcern, to judge, and examine 
bis Life and Actions? Again, when he ſays, ye Gall 


know the Tree by its Fruits; or, every Tree is known by 


is oawn Fruits? does he not evidently allow us to ex- 


mine the Fruits, and then to give our Opinion, declare 


our Judgment, or, if you pleaſe, paſs Sentence accord- 
ingly? If this be not allowed, we make Jeſus Chrift, - 
the all-wiſe God, to contradict himſelf twice in this 


Chapter. | | > | 
Although then we are not to paſs an haſty, raſh Cen- 


ſure upon any Man; yet, we muſt be allowed to form. 
a Judgment or Opinion, not only of Prophets, but of 
every Man, according to this plain, eaſy, candid way 


of judging ; namely, judging of the Tree by its Fruits, 


I. Firſt then let us examine the Fruits of the Pro- 
phets with reſpect to their own Lives and Actions; that 
is, examine them as Men, before we conſider them as. 
3 rang commiſſioned by God to declare his Will to 

Exs. , 7 


II. Let vs examine the Fruits or Effects of theit 
III, Let 


* 


© eotnpare them with 


A 


PF ij 
M. Let 8 etoſely attend to their DoQriiies, and 


written Word of God. Let us 
bring them 76 the Law and to the Teflimany, as to tha 
true Teſt and Standard by which every Teacher and his 


Doctrine ſhould be tried. 


I. 1. What are the Fruits apparent in their Lives ? 
Do they live © a godly, righteous, and ſober Life?” 
Do they frame their Lives according to the Tenor of 
our Lord's Sermon on the Mount, of which the Text 
makes a Part? Are they meek, humble, lowly, pati- 
ent under Sufferings; reſigned to the Diſpenſations of 
| Providence; endeavouring to be daily more and more 
conformed to the Image of their Lord? Are they Pat. 
' terns of good Works ? Are they Patterns io the Believers 


in Word, in Converſation, in Love, in Spirit, in Faith, 


'in Parity? Are * temperate in all Things? Do they 
ętve ibenſelvet wholly to Reauing, to Exhortation, to Dac- 
. grine? s it appear that they have the Glory of G 
in View in all their Thoughts, Words, and Actions? 
Do they ſeem willing to end, and be ſpent for the 
Children of God, endeavouring, as much as in them 
Hes, to help them on in the Road of Salvation? Do 
they reprove or exhort the Wicked, inſtruct the Igno- 
rant, and ſeem defirous that all ſhould come to he 
. Knowledpe o the Trath p Where theſe Fruits appear, 

Jude that the Tree is good. 1.5 


2. On the contrary, are they, upon impartial Obſer- 
vation, found to have the following Marks ? Are they 
proud, heady, high-minded, Boafters, covetous, greedy of 
Gain, or A, Lav Are they Strikers, Brawwlers, or 
Jon angry; are they given to Wine or flrong Drink? Do 

hey army lang at Wine? Are they Blaſphemers * Do 
they ſwear in common Converſation? Are they d:/obe- 


| Tient 1 Parents, withankful, * unholy, without Hatura 


Affection, Truce-breakers, falſe Atenſers, Incontinent, Adul- 
terers, Fornicators, uncan Perſons, Sidomites, laſcivieus 
and obſcene, fierce; Deſpifers of thoſe that are N Lovers 
of Pleaſures more than Lovers of Gd? The Perſons,” in 
whom all, or any of theſe Marks are found, are ſo far 
from being the true Prophets of the Lord, that they are 
* no 


— — 


i FF 22 


10% 


not real Chriſtians. They are not the Miniſters of. Jeſus | 5 
. Chrifl, neither did he ſend them as \Ambe/ 2257 in his 4 
+ fiend to beſerch others to be reconciled to God. There- 
orte beware of all ſuch z they are falſe Prophets. 


3. How do they ſpend their Time? Is it in eping. 
Hing down, rn ee Is: it in arg ex ” 
Inactivity, in uſeleſs or trifling Amuſements, in what 
is uſually termed by them. 25 no harm ;:'=-being 
. negatively good? Do they ſpend their Lime at Play- 
Houſes, Gaming-Houſes, or Drinking-Houſes? At 
- Juxvrious Entertainments, at Drums, Balls, or Aſſem- 
blies; at Cards, Dice, or Tables; at Horſe-Races,- 


Cock- Matches, Hunts, Sports, and Places of public . | 
_ Diverſion ? If ye find that they ſpend their Time thus, | 
ye may, without paſſing any raſh Cenſure, conclude 
they are falſe Prophets, and that God never ſent ſuch to 
ſpeak in his Name: For, the true Miniſter of Chriſt | 
ſpends his Time after the Example of his Lord, in going 5 
about doing good, in endeavouring to ſave the Souls of | 
Men; or, like St. Paul, in teaching not only * x 
but alſo from Houſe to Houſe; in viſiting not only the — 
fick, but alſo thoſe who are in health; and following 
the ſaid Apoſtle's Advice to Timothy, he 22 himſelf "I | 
: avholly to Reading, to Exhortatinn, and to Doctrine. He 
bas © always imprinted on his Mind the great Treaſure 5 
committed to his Charge, namely, the Sheep of 1 
« Chrift, which he bought with his Death, and for 5 
; «whom he ſhed his Blood. He knows the Greatneſs of 
z * the Fault, and the horrible Puniſhment that will en- 
; .* ſue, in caſe any Member of Chriſt's: Body ſhall take 
Hurt or hindrance by reaſon of his Negligence. And Yy 
**-confidering the End of his Miniſtry he newer cegſes 
* his Labour, his Care and Diligence, but deer all hat 
i him lieth to bring all ſuch as are, or ſhall be com- 
, mitted to his Charge, unto that Agreement in the 
Faith and Knowledge of God; and to that Ripeneſs 
and Perfectneſs of Age in Chriſt, that there may be 
0 Place let for Error in Religion, or Viciouſnels of 
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„Ade eonſidering how ſtudious he ought to be in 


s readiog/and learning the Scriptures, he 7 preg 
rdly 


" fets a (as much as may be) all worldly Cares and 
« Studies. He weighs well and ponders theſe Things, 
«© and determines, = God's Grace,. to pie him elf | 
1% wholly to this Office; and as much as lieth in him, ap- 

* plies himſelf aui to this ove Thing, and draws alt 


4 his Cares and Studies this way. See the Ordination 


Service of the Church of England. 
gl If then he does all chat in him lies, to bring thoſe who are 


eommitted to his Charge, to an Agreement in the Faith 
and Knowledge of God, ſo that zo Place is left for Error 


in Religion or Viciouſneſs of Life: If he gives himſelf 
wholly to this one Thing, and draws all his Cares and Stu- 
dies this way: it is evident he will have zo "Time to 
throw away at Sports and idle Diverſions, * 


4. With Reſpect to their Converſation, ye may ex- | 
amine whether it is Holy, and ſuch as becometh the Ggf. 

pel. Whether it turns chiefly upon Topics. that. tend. 
to Edification? Whether it be chiefly of Haven and 


beavenly Things? Whether it ſavours of the Language 


of Canaan, or is expreflive of the Felicity of the New 


 Feruſalem, the proper Home, the Country of a Chriſti- | 


an? Whether it appears by their Converſation, that they 
have the vital Principle of Religion in the Heart, which 


is ready upon all Occaſions, both i Seaſon, and out of Sen- 


for, to burſt forth at the Lips, becauſe out of the Abun- 
dance of the Heart the Mouth ſpcaketh 2 I would not, how- 
ever, be underſtood to infinuate, that a Miniſter of 
Chriſt is not at any Time to ſpeak of temporal Affairs, 
and Matters which concern Individuals, and the Public 
in general; for, ther mi he needs. go out of the World. 
And altho' St. Paul ſaid, his Converſation wwas in Hea- 

ven; yet as he followed his Trade, there can be no 


doubt but he often converſed not only with thoſe of lilæ 


Occupation, but alſo with many others, concerning their 
temporal Affairs. But I would only point out this as 
another Mark, whereby ye may diſtinguiſh falſe Pro- 
phets from the true ones ; by obſerving whether their 
Converſation has chiefly a * Tendency, or whether 


* 
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it turns moſily upon thoſe idle Amuſcinents, Sports EN: 
and Diverſions already ſpecified, If it is chiefly of the 
latter they ſpeak, then ye may look upon them as falſe 
Prophets; they are not the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, 


© Thus far ye may be able, even the moſt illiterate a- 

3 mongſt you, to judge of theſe Men by their Fruits, in 

3 their own Lives, Actions, and Converſation. However, hy 
remember always that ye are not to judge raſhly or pro- 9 
cipitately z but candidly, impartially, and deliberately. i 


IT. 1. Ye may enquire into, or judge of their Miſ- 
fion, by obſerving 8 or Effects of their Preaching 
or Miniſtry on their Hearers. The Commiſſion, not only : 
of St. Paul, but of every true Apoſtle and Miniſter of | 
Chriſt, runs in theſe Words, or Words to the ſame Pur- < | 
port: I ow ſend thee to open Men's Eyes ; ta tum them 
From wadgs' 2 zo Light, and from the Power of Satan unte 
Cod, that they receive Forgiveneſs of Sins and an In- 
beritance among them that are ſanci ed, by Faith which is 
in me, Acts xxvi. 17, 18, | . 


ꝛ When God delivers this Commiſſion to any Man, 2 

though he may not deliver it by an outward Voice, 
as he did to Paul; yet he adds a Seal or Seals to it; he 
ratifies and confirms his Word: he makes him inſtrumen- 
tal in turning Men from the Power of Satan unto God. It 
is God alone that can open the eyes of Men. It is the 
Power of the Almighty that can turm them from ſpiritual 
Darkneſs, wherein they are involved, to the Light of di- 
vine Knowledge and Holineſs ;. and from the Power, the 
Bondage and Thraldom of Satan, (who held them in Sin, 
Guilt, and Miſery) to the Love, and happy Liberty of 
the Children of God. It is he alſo that can and dar- 
grant a Pardon or Remiſſiom of paſt Sins, and an Inheritance 4 
among them that are ſanfified. But ſtill he does or 

effects all this by Means, by the Inſtrumentality of Paul, 
or any other Man whom he pleaſes to commiſſion or em- 
ploy in this Work. The not turning Men then from rhe 

Power of Satan unto God, is one grand Mark of falſe 

Prophets. By theis Fruit, in this reſpeR eſpecially, ſhall | 

ye know or diſtinguiſh them. | TON 


3 For, 


CE | 


3. For, though they ſhould even ſpeak Truth, 

wh be falſe Pl hets; they may AT under the 93 
mination of thols Prophets of whom God complains by 
the Prophet Feremiab: Behold I am againſt the Prophets, 
faith the Lord, that ſtaal my Wards every one from his 
Neighbour ; yet I ſent them not, nor commanded them : 
therefore they Hall not profit this People at all, ſaith the 
Lord. If they had flood in my Counſel, and had canſed my 
People to hear my Words, then they ſhould have turned 
them from their evil Way, and from the Evil of their do- 
ings. But they ftrengthen the Hands of evil Deers, that none 
doth return from his Wickedneſs, Jerem. Chap. xxiii. 


Or they may come under the Denomination of thoſe, 
who ſhail ſay to Chriſt in the great Day, Lord, Lord, 
have wwe not prophefied in thy — , and in thy Name 
done many wonderful Works ? To whom he will anſwer, 
¶ know you not, I never acknowledged you as my Meſs 
fengers ; depart from me, ye Workers of [niquity, | 


4. The ſpeaking the Truth then, or a Part of the 
Truth, is not always an evident Sign of a true Prophet; 
for, the moſt wicked Man on Earth may read a Chap- 
ter in the Bible, which is undoubtedly good and true; 
or he may borrow. from his Neighbour, he may extract or 
tranſcribe an excellent Diſcourſe from ſome ſpiritual 
Divine; yea, he may deliver it well, with an audible, 
clear, articulate Voice; and yet it may have no Effect 
upon the Hearers; it may not be ſent Home to their 

earts by the Spirit of God; it may not be apphed by 
that divine, energetic Power, which alone is able to 
ſubdue the flinty, ſtubborn Heart of Man. But the 
Word of that Man, who is commiſſioned by God to 

ſpeak in his Name, is ſent with Power to the Hearer's . 
- Heart, and is a Means of awakening, eonvincing, or 
converting, at leaſt ſome of thoſe who hear. 1 ſay, 
fome of thoſe, for all that heard Chrift, or his Apoſtles . 
in the firſt Age of Chriſtianity were not converted; but 
ſtill there are me awakened, convinced, or converted 
by the Inftrumentality of thoſe Men who are ſent by 
God. —If then ye do not fee this Effect wrought, (per- 
| Haps indeed it may not be wrought immedrately) ye 
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may look ur the Speaker, or Speakers, 'even though 

© they Would freak the Truth, to be falſe 9 | 
therefore he of them, left they ſhould deceive you 7M 


by a plauſible outſide A arance, or by ſometimes 
2 Truth with Fallchood.” DAS SE. 


g. Here, perhaps, ſome may be deſirous to have thoſe 
Toms ee e * converted, defined; 
that they may have clear Ideas of what they import, 
and then be the more capable of judging of the Effects 

intended by them. I have often endeavoured to explain 
them to ya, to whom this Diſcourſe is addrefled ; and 
I mall now attempt it once more, in order to rivet it 
on your Minds, and alſo for the Satisfaction of others 
uo may be in the like Circumſtances with you. — Fi, 
= - then, Man in a State of Nature is ſtupid, indulent, - 
and ſecure; inſenfible of his Condition, and involved in 
b, gloomy Darkneſs. He may have Eyes very quick in 
__ _ diſcerning the Things of Time and Senſe ; but that Eye 
which diſcerneth Spiritual Things is quite cloſed up. 
He is ruſhing head-long upon a Precipice, where, if 
he falls, he falls into eternal Perdition. His ſoul 4s in 

2 dead, lethargic State, ſleeping on the Brink of the 

Pit, out of which there is no return. —Though he gar — | 
Eyes, yet he ſcet not ſpiritual Things; and tho” he hah | 
3 yet, like the deaf Adder, he Hart not, or will not 

hear the Voice of the Charmer, charm he never fo wiſely, 

When this Man comes by ſome Means to be made ſenfibie 
of his Condition, to be rouſed from his Lethargy, ſo that 

he ſees the Danger and avoids it, he ftarts from the Preei- - 
pice, and flies from the Wrath to come, crying out, what 1 
Shall I do to be Javed? He is then {aid to be awakened. : 


. Secondly, a Man is ſaid to be convinced of Sin, when he 
is not only convinced that he os one, pe he has actu- 
ally tray{grefſed the righteous La of God, and that 
perhaps thouſands of 'Times ; but he is convinced that 
be las Sin; that, which is properly called Sin, as being 
the Source, and Fountain, from which all actual Sins 
flow; which is thus defined by. our Church.“ It is the 
Fault, Infection, or Corruption of the Nature of every 
Man, that naturally is engendered of the Offspring of 
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Adam, whereby Man is very far gone from original 

Righteouſneſs, and is of his on Nature inclined to 

Evil.“ He feels himſelf tied and bound with the 
Chain of Sin, and 45 cannot looſe himſelf. He feels 


that Burden which is intolerable, and yet cannot re- 
move it. He finds that there is no Health in him, that 
from the Sole of the Foot, even unto the Head; there is no 


Soundneſs in him, but Wounds and. Bruiſes, and puttifying 


Sores, He feels the Plague of his own Heart, and fees 


that it is deſperately wicked,” and that every [magination 


of the Thoughts of his Heart is only Evil continually. He 
feels himſelf altogether ſick; ſecs the abſolute Neceſſity 


there is for a Phyfician, and therefore he ſeeks and en- 


Juyires earneſtly for him. He ſees himſelf in a loſt Con- 

dition, juſt- ready to fink to the nethermoſt Hell, and 
therefore he. cries aloud to him who alone can deliver, 
ſaying. fave, Lond, or I pb. 


Thirdly, by Canverſion I do not mean being con- 
verted from one particular Church, Sect, or Party, to 
another; nor even from erroneous Notions, Doctrines 
or Principles, to the Orthodox Faith, or right Opi- 


nion; (though this doubtleſs is highly neceſſary;) but 
the being turned from Darkneſs to Light, from Sinfulneſs 


to Holineſs, or from the Poaber of Satan to the living 
Gad. 'The carzal, ſenſual, deviliſb Mind, which was at 


Enmity with God, is now changed into the meek, patient, 


humble Mind, which was in Chrift, Where the noxious 
Weeds of Envy, Anger, Hatred, Malice, Luft, Revenge, 
Uncleanneſs, and ſuch like, grew ſpontaneouſly before ; 


there is now Purity, Temperance, and Heavenly-minded- 


neſs. Converſion is not merely anoutward Reformation in 
Life and Manners; it is a total inward Change or Creati- 
on of the Heart: for, ſaith St. Paul, ifany Man be in Chriſt, 
there is a ney Creation; (xaivn xTio4) old Things are done 
away, all T hings are become new.- e RR 
The true Prophets of the Lord are made in ſome-wiſe 
inſtrumental in this Converſion or Change of Heart 
in their Hearers; therefore, where ye do not perceive 


this Effect wrought in /ome of the Hearers after ſome - 


— Time, ye may conclude * who propheſy, preach, 


or 
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| or expound, are falſe Prophets, Be hot deceived they- 
] _- by the cutward Appearance. Though they ſhould. cane 


| | 4 to yau in Sheep's Vd woe 3 harmlefs Ape 
* rance, yet they may es inwardly, They 
z 5 . nat ee 3 and REN inftru+ - 
N mental in converting others, Ye are not, however, to 
{ | neject them far their mild, affable, or courteous Ad- 
. dreſs.; for, Gextlene/e, Meehneſs and gend Babawiaur are 

| ſome of the Characteriſties of a true Miniſter of Chriſt 


I inen by. St. Pea; only do not truſt aerely to theſe, 
| t look for ſomething. farther, namely, the Fruit 
| hich. 1 have already pointed out to you, If the 


fruits do nat appear, it matters not in what Garb or 
Clothing they come; whether it be an Auitg or an A= 
a Hod or a Caan; whether it be in Purple, Scarlet, or 
Je Linen: whether it be a Gown: and Cafſack; a Sure 
plice, or Lawn Sleeves ; it-matters not whether they wear 
2 Cap, a Coif, a Mitre, or a triple Crown; they are 
falſe Prophets, therefore beqvere of them. 


_ 6. Having painted out te yay. the Marks. of a. falſe 
Prophet, and alſo ſome of the Properties of a true Mi, 
niſter of Chriſt, 1 hope the weakeſt and, maſt illiterate 
Perſon amongſt you will be able to Judge for himſelf, 
and to diſcern whether. any Perſon, Who ſpeaks. to you 
in the Name af God, is really ſent and commiſſioned by 
him ſo to do, or not. For, by a cloſe Attention to, 
and Examination of their Fruis with reſpect; ta their 
own Lives and Converſation, and alſo with. * to 
the Effects wrought in their Hearers, ye ſhall be able 
to diſtioguiſh. whether the Tree is good or not, and 


| This.is. the eafieſt Method, for illiterate. Perſops, to 
knaw ar.diftinguiſh falſe Propbets from true ones; yet 


3 be fit to advert to their Doctrines alſo, and com 
pare them with the written Word of Gd. 


| To ſpeak. particularly concerning each erroneous 
Doctrine that has been propagated in this and former 
Ages, would exceed the Limits of a Diſcourſe of thig 
Kind; therefore, I ſhall only point out a few Things, 
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| = ito Ga and forhetiriies 


Thy 


Amen way be uſeful to y60 whit ye ure attend. leg 10 1 
re Docnzpes ef profeſſed Teachets, and wy ſerve int 
ſome Meaſure to guard you agent chem. 


II. 1. Eamiue whit Tendeney the Dochine which 


ye hear, chiefly have: whether they point . to . 
8) 


ad, ſmooth Road, or to a narrow ofie. r Lord 
tells us, in the Words immeGiarely preceding the Text, 
that the Road which leads to Deftruct iam, is a b one; 
but that the Way.is narrow, and the Gate firait, — 
Fadi to everliting Lit. Now, hete is a plain, ſure 


Kole to form your judgment by. They, od teacll 


Men to walk in a road Way, a Way that the Multi- 
tude walk in, a Way that is 25 „ add pleaſing to Fleſtt 
and Blood, a Way that is broader than that Iaid down 
by ovt Lord in his Sermon on the Mount, ate undoubt- 


ena falfe Prophets. The Way to Heaven, pointed * 


by bor 4s is certainly the true Way; 1 
Way of Lowlinefs of Poverty of Nee, ee 6 of hafy 

ing; of Meekneſs, and holy ir hy bo 
thirfling Rh An meſs; Purity of Fa. boring 
2 and - ot ; doing Rood. according 25 | 
our Power; /affering Fer/ecation fot eb : 
£0ifn er af port, and good Ft 05 port ; 2 ks a 
our Ch daily; denying merge: el the De- 
vi, the World, and the Fic evety Day, aud Hearing 
att Things p patkenthy for Chriſt's Jake. Tris is the Way 
to Heaven; therefore, who teaches any other Way, 
or whoſe K have A Tendency to point you to 


any other Way chan this, is affarediy a falfe Propher. 


4% * was te Chr of fatfe hl : of 
teach or h i T hinps ; Mat is, fuch Thin 
2 pleafing and à eesti bo the People, to en, 
$45 e e and the potrerfuf. And aſs 
hk. did fo, were eee and and beloved A thiofe to 
froke _— ſprites. On the ney! , whe 
were hated, defpi a ws (ie "often 
_— their Lites. 
There were four Bundν Prophitt w Ro prophefied ſmooth 
Things to Abbas, and encouraged him to 8 {0 R. 


Tan 


r , S „ 


k * 25 - 
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| i BYE Truth, and flattered him not, Was hated by him, and 

F aft into Priſon, and ordered to be fed\there with Bread 

37 and Water. When John the Baptiſt undauntedly reprov- 

is ed Herd for Adultery, he was caſt into Priſon, and af- 
terwards beheaded by Order of the ſaid King, to gratify 

|| a Woman, whoſe Rage was implacable, and could not 
if | be any u, * es by my Blood of _ ho- 

| and juft Man; tor ſuch he appeared, even in es 

{1 27 Herod himſelf. "ry | 8 F 


| But are there not Prophets or Teachers at this Day, 

bi | who ſpeal ſmooth Things ? who are afraid" of offending 
oF the great, the rich, and powerful, by reproving them 
88 for their Wickedneſs, and telling them, that if they 
we ſhould perſevere. in it, they all be turned into Hell, wwith 
ell the People who forget Cd? Who are afraid to offend 

bl delicate Ears with ſuch plain Terms as are contained in 
1 the written Word of God? Who chop, and mince, and 
i} refine that Word, avoiding all ſuch Expreſſions as may 
bt | found harſh, or grating to their Patron's Ears; left they 
ſhould forfeit his Favour, or loſe his Intereſt? But will 
not theſe very Men reproach ſuch falſe Prophets hereaf- 
ter in Words to this Effect, when they are both lifting 
up their Eyes in Hell Torments? Thou didſt not 
warn me, when I was going on in Sin careleſs and ſe- 
cure; thou didſt not warn me to fly from the Wrath which 
F now. feel; thou didſt not exhort me to turn out of that 
broad and dangerous Way, which has at length brought 
me to this Place of Deſtruction, where I muſt lie con- 
ſuming to everlaſting Ages.” NO a 
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3. Another Characteriſtie of falſe Prophets was, that 
they daubed with untempe red Morter, and healed the Hurt 
of God's People ſlightly, and frengthened the Hands of Evil. 
ders ; ſaying, Peace, Peace, when there was no Peace, | 
Againſt ſuch God denounces Judgments by the Prophet * 
Ezekiel in theſe Words: Mine 2 Hall be upon the 2 
Prophets that fee Vanity, and divine Lies: becauſe they 
p have ſeduced my People, ſaying Peace, and there was no 
. Peace; and one built up a Wall, and lo! others daubed it 
F avith untempered Morter ; ſay unto them that daub it with 
wutempered Morter, that it ſoall fall : I will —_ my. 
0 : rat 


"I < 
Arne — Wha orgnn, — 
' * 


#=-; 


If not hea 


be ſoon well enough 2” Thus; in 


E. 


„„ | 
Mil pon the Wall, and uon them mhm Birve Ab, 


 toith unterpered Morte, namely, the Progyhete, vob grophes 
h emeraing Jernſalem, and fee Viſions of Feuce e hers 


and there it nv Peace, ſalub the Hs b 
- Bat me there not Prophets at this Day, who are 


 danbing with utempered Monet,; healing tht Wound of 
s Se 


God's People fi oy ſaying, Peace, Pedce, uben them it 
2 Peace? If a Mournet in Zion, who is truly con- 
vinced and feaſible of that deadly Wound, which he de- 
tives from fallen Ado, and is eagerly ſolicitous to have 


it healed; if ſuch a one comes to ſome of our modern 


ſpiritual Phyficians for Advice; as they are ignorant of 
the Mimre of the —— wy — very ons 
bly prefcribe a wr emedy, or apply forme Salve of 
their own'Com Girton; in Aer Ki the Wound, 
not knowing that it is ſtill feſtering within, and that, 
in due Time, it will at lengtk end in a 
Mortification? To fpeak without Metapher; are there 
not many, who have the Care of Souls committed to 


them, Who will at to quiet a wounded Confcience 


immaturely; that is, before God has Peace and 
Reconeiliation to ir? If a Perſon, 288 ondage 
to Sin, ſenſible of his Burden and defirons to be caſed 
of it, who is deeply convinced, not onty of his on ac 

tual Tranſgreſſions, but of inbred: Sin, chat Corruption 
of Narure which he derives from fallen am and alſo 


of his Inability to extricmte” Himſelf from that falle 
State: If fucly 4 one, I ſuy, ſhould” come to many of 


eur moderm Prophets willh they not ſuy he is Mad, or 
# Meluncholy Foo}? Will they not ſay he is i the Va- 
rs, and therefore recommend it to him to take he 

ſn Air, % were Company, that is, into ſueh Com- 
pany as are ruſhing down in the bread Raad that leadub u 
2 ? Will they not recommend Cards, Plays, 


Balls, or Aftembites, and Places of public” Diverſion, 


telling him they hope he is in a good Way, and wilt 
ad of pointinghim 


to the only Remedy, the ani venſal Medicine; which is 
for the heuling of the Nations; inſteadl of referting him 
to that Fountain which is opened for all Siz and Unelean- 
pointing lum to Jeſus "Wy 

- "EF 


3 6 


| Bah 


. a Ladder compoſed of good Nature, good Humour, T 


it will undoubtedly tumble, and they themſelves will 
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they ſend him to the Devil for a Cure. Oh! will not 

| God wiſit for theſe Things ? Will he not require the Blood 

| of Thouſands at the Hand of ſuch Prophets as have heal- 

| eld the Wound of his People ſlighily, and had the Aſſurance 

| to ſay there was Peace, when he himſelf had not ſaid 

| fo'?—Beware then of all ſuch who attempt to heal your 

| Wound in this Manner, for however ſoothing their Lan- 

| guage may be, however oily and fluent their Tongue, 

yet the Poiſen of Aſps is under their Lips; they are at 

leaſt ignorant Prophets, they are not the Meſſengers or 

| Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, neither will be own them at 

| the Day of Judgment. © INE 


4. In T a of old, there were Prophets, who not 

only daubed with untempered Morter, but alſo built, or 

. attempted to build upon a wrong Foundation; even ſo | 
| it is now, For, are there not at this Day, Teachers, J 
who are laying a Foundation of Works as the only | 
Ground of our Acceptance with God? Who talk large- . | 
ly of Moral Rectitude and the Nature of Things, * [ 

Dignity of human Nature, the Rewards of Virtue and 

| heathen Honeſty, and think of climbing to Heaven by 


Benevolence,  Propriety, Deceney, and ſuch like? 1 
'Theſe, indeed, are building upon a ſandy Foundation; 
the whole Fabric, which they attempt to build thereon, 


riſh in the Ruins. Many of theſe, I know, will ſay 
5 they pretend to no Merit, no Righteouſneſs of their 
own, and that they proteſ againſt all thoſe Errors broach- 
ed by the Mother of Harlots ; yet they are gliding into 
ont of the moſt pernicious and capital of her Errors, by D 
maintaining the Doctrine of Works in Oppoſition to ml 7 


Now, other Foundation can no Man lay, than that - 
4 which is already laid; namely, Jeſus Chriſt. | He is the F 
"eternal Rock of Ages; and whoever builds upon this -M 
Foundation, is a wiſe Man, and a wife Mafte r. builder, 
as Paul was. The Superſtructure which is properly e- 
rected on this Foundation, will ſtand againſt every Blaſt, 
- every Storm, every Tempeſt to which 1t may be __ | 


* 
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ed. Nay, it will remain after the general Conflagrati- 
on, and ſtand when Earth's Foundation ſhakes, + Chriſt 
is the Door, the Way, the Truth, and the Lie; no M 
can come to the 40 but by him, Whoſoever climbetib 
up, or attempts to climb, by any other Way, the: ſame is 
4. Thief, a Robber, a falſe Teacher, and not a true S- 
herd, Beware then of all ſuch Teachers, as point yo 

. to any other Door, or any other Way, than Chriſt Je- 
ER ſus; and indeed, if they have not come in by» zhe Door 

© themſelves, they cannot know how to point you thither. 


5. But there is another ſort of Teachers againſt whoſe 
Doctrines I muſt alſo beg Leave to guard you; who, 
through fear of running foul upon Works on the one 
Hand, are in danger of being ſwallowed up in the An- 
| tinomian Whirlpool on the other. "They lay the true 
N Foundation, indeed, with Paul, that Mafter- builder; but 
| neglect to obſerve that Caution of his, let every Man 
| | take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For, if any Man 
. build on this Foundation, Wood,” Hay, or Stubble, any o- 
+ ther Doctrines, except the ſubſtantial, - vital Truths of 


+ Chriſtianity, bir Work ball be made manifeſt at the great 
— — and final Day of the Lord. Theſe Men conclude very 


„ juſtly with Paul, that à Man is. juſtiſed, in the Day of 
Converſion, by Faith only, *avithout the Deeds of Laau, of 
any Law whatſoever ; for, by:the Deeds of the Law ſhall 
zo Fleſb be juſtified in the fight of: God. But they neglect * 
to inſiſt, with the ſame Apoſtle, upon Works of :Righ- 
teouſneſs or true Holineſs conſequent to Faith, and an- 
tecedent to final Salvation. . agree with Paul, 
where he. ſays to Titus, not by Works of Righteouſneſs 
=  auhich aue have done, but according to his Mercy, he ſaved 
"RE us, by the waſhing of Regeneration,* and renewing of the 
þ Holy Ghoſt; but they — the Words of the ſame 
_ Apoſtle in that ſame » Paſſage, where he exhorts Tut, 
: to affirm conſtantly, that they nubo have believed in God 
ſhould be careful to maintain - good Works ;-; for as he ſaith 
in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, © wwvithout Holineſs no Mar + 
all fee the Lord. They + ſeem to forget alſo what the 
Apoſtle James ſaith. What doth it profit, my Brethren; 
though a Man ſay he hath Faith, and have not Works ® 
3 + Or AS 


nnd rere re, y | 
ons, where he ſaith, bebold / come 
Mas according ar bis Wark ſhall be. — 
ab his Commandments, that they may E 
Tree of Life, ME and te Guin ins the 


OC OTE . r * 


ies at 


(2 ) 
They ſeem alſo to for 


c. 


Ae Lingof Truth with reſpect to Faith ond Works, 15 


which makes a manifeſt Diſtinction between Works an- 
tecedent to Faith, and thoſe which are conſequent upon 
x, is, J apprehend, clearly mad? ru out by our excellent 
Reformers in the Artiches of our Church 
and yet I fear there are many profeſſed Members of the 


Chureh of Ezy/and, who are deviating either to the right 
Hand or to the left. Works done before Juſtification,” 
- (faith our Church in her 1 3ch Artiele] that is, before 


the Grace of Chriſt, and the Inſpiration of his Spirit, are 
not pleaſant to God; 
of din: ' therefore, © That we are juſtified by Faith only, 

ws a moſt wholeſome Doctrine and very full of Comfort. 
fas it 19 affirmed in the 33th Article.) But yer ſhe infiſta 


> IT . nent to Faith, and that in very i 
E 


rms, left carnal ſhould take Occaſion to iu 
their wicked Appetites. That Faith, faith ſhe, 


* whick-producetheither evil Works, or no good Works, 


not aright, pure and lively Faith; but a dead, deviliſh,.. 


counterſeit, and one. For, how can a Man have 
the true Faith, a FTruſt and Confidence in God, 
that by the: — of Chriſt his Sius are forgivew him, 


and he reconciled to the Favour of God, when he lives 


from this- Line te either extreme. Beware of thoſe' who: 
are attempting to raiſe a 


exhoning Men to work Righteouſneſs, whilſt they are 


ſtill Unbelievers, whilſt they are fill in char State of — 


rute which they derive from fallen Adam. On the other 


-Þ — . BEEF TE: 


nay, rather, they have the Nature 


ungodly Life, and deniettr Chriſt | IF” : 
Hom: on Fain and Satomion + 0 or 


Beware: then of dla Seatbelt 8 


of Chriſt's Neli- 
gion on a Foundation of Works, or, who: > pagan 
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ad extol Free- Grace; yet at the ſame Time, do not in 
ſiſt on Works of Righteouſneſs or true Holineſs, as ab- 
ſolutely, and indiſpenſably neceſſary, previous to final 
Juſtification in the great Day. So MISC 
To you who are not yet juſtified, I ſay, repent, and 
believe the Goſpel ; believe in the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and 
thou ſhalt be Javed from paſt Sins. To you, wha. have 

believed in the Lord Jeſus, with that Faith that juſtifieth * 

the ungodly, I fay, preſs forward, and never ceaſe until 
ye are ſanctified throughout, and cleamſed from all Unrigh- 
teonſneſss, God is of purer Eyes than to behold Evil, and 
cannot lool on Iniquity ; therefore, if ye expect to ſtand in 
his Preſence, or to ſee him Face 10 Face as he is, 7 x 
muſt be all glorious within, totally cleanſed from all Fil- 
thineſs of Fleſb and Spirit. Sail cloſely according to this 
Line; keep the Eye of Faith ſteadily fixed upon the 
Morning Star and Sun of Righteouſneſs ; at the ſame © 
Time putting good Works aboard, ſo ſhall ye outride 

the ſtormy Billows, and boiſterous Tempeſt; which ye 


| may expect to meet with in this Sea of .'['roubles. ..So -* 
ka ſhall ye avoid every Shoal, and dangerous * 17 
| * 3 ſo ſhall ye arrive ſafely in Port, the Haven of everlaſt- 


6. There are other Teachers, whoſe Doctrines are 
1 ſtill more dangerous, who ſap the very Foundation of 
5 Chriſtianity, denying the Lord who. bought them, and 
1 have the Effrontery to broach their damnable Doctrines 
; openly ; who are reviving among us the dangerous Te- 
Fine nets of thoſe Arch-Heretics Arizs and Secinus, picking. « 
IT = out ſome of thoſe Paſſages of Scripture, which relate 
4 to Chriſt's Humanity _ and paſſing by many others 
| where his Divinity is moſt clearly aſſerted. Hear what 
he himſelf faith to Philip, (Jobn 14.) L ye had known" 
me, ye. /bould have. known my Father alſo: Philip. faith 
ante him, Lord, eau us the Father, and. it ſufficeth us., 
1 Jeſuf faith unto him, have 1 been fo long Time with pa,, 
| | | and yet haſi thou not known me, Philip ? He that hath: - 


feen-me, hath ſeen the Father: and ho. Jayeſt, thou then, - 
Jhew us the Father. Believe me that Jam in the Father, 
aud the Father in me. And in another Place, he gba 


— 


Lund ade Father m one, (Jolin' 16 Ch. 30 v.) 
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mot forbid 40 hear them; 
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in in the 15th Chapter, f. of this Apt 
— thoſe 3 2 2 through theif 
Word, he ſaith,— 79e Glory bie Baſt fler 1 
I Jooe given them, that they may be one, as wwe are one, © 
Now, ahnt, this alone is ſufficient to confute Ari. 
ws, Sabellins; and Steins ; fince it proves both the Plu- 
rality of Perſons, and the Unity of Nature in God. In 
a Word, God vat in Chriſ reconciling the World io him. 
if, and Chriſt was God; or, as St. Job phraſes it, 
Word was with God, and the Word unt Gol. Fa 
25 al to the Father as touching his Godhead; and in- 
tor to the mann bis Manhood.” ; 


- Againſt theſe falſe Teachers, St. John pantry 


_ _ cautions vs, when he ſays beliewe not 7 Spirit, bat 


#ry the Spirits, whether "they are * God, becumſe m 
falſe Prophets are gone out into the World. erty + 75 
eobich confeſeth mot Teſts Chrift, aubs is come in the F 
is wot of Gol © and this is that Spirit of Antichriſt, aries 
ye have heard that it cometh; and now alreudy it is in 1 
- World. (1 John 4 Ch. 1, 3¹0 Of theſe alſo St. Peter 
makes mention in the ſecond Chapter of his fecond 
Epiſtle ; As there were falſe Prophets among the Profle, 


| oo there will be falſe Teachers among you, who ah orig 
in dammable Horeftes, even denying the Lord that bon, 


them, and bring _— themſelves ſevift Deflitnton : wv 

r a long Time Tingereth no, hg 
| tin 20 Of all the falſe Prophets, 
whoſe Marks I have endeavoured to to rs to you, 


n 
. 
chaps ye deſire ieee hetker ie 


— bk hear any of thoſe falſe Prophets al- 
be gh in this Diſcoutſe ? Lo this Query I anſwer, 


chat in Juſtice, ye muſt hear every Man, before ye- 
enn form an Opinion „ but in 


the Words of our Lord, I fay you, take ced bow 
ye leur. He cautioned Wis Dife; and Followets 
indeed, to beware of the Leaver of the Phariſees ; yer did 
hers dries th Ar 

0 


— 


 Tranſereſſwons, left Tniquity be your final Ruin; bu Ges. | 
ye oblerve n ; 0 51 


Lund of the Harveſt, that he would ſend forth more truly 


 #eR Day | May he rouze all thoſe who are faſtaſleep _ 
in Sin, careleſs and ſecure, fupidly ſecure, though they + 


- » 
« 
1 
3% 


Tt. 


to hear, faying, te Seribes and Phariſees ſth „„ 


Seat of Maſes, (the Seat of Inſtruction) whatſoever 


they bid you do, (he muſt mean, whatever they bid you 
do agreeable to the Law, and inforce hen 


1 m) that 
obſerve and do; but do not ye after their Works; for they 


eee Even fo ſay I unto you, beware of the _ 


eaven, the falſe Doctrine of our modern Phariſees, 
which tends to infec the Soul, as the Leaven ſpreads in 
Meal; but if they at any Time exhort you to ceaſe to xo 
evil, and learn 10 well io repent and turn from all your” 


Now I beſeech you to join with me in praying the 


enlightened and active Laboxrers into his Harveſt ; that 
he would alſo open the Eyes of all blind Leaders of the” 
Blind; that he would ſhew them that broad and danger- 
ous Way in which they are walking themſelves, and 
encouraging others to perſevere ; left they both fall into the 
Ditch, even that Pit, out of which there is no Return. 
May he enlighten their Underſtanding, diſpel the Clouds 
of Error, ſcatter the Miſts of Ignorance and Superſti- 
tion; and may a Ray of his Goſpel-Truth ſhine into 
their inmoſt Soul, and ſhine more and more to the per- 


are juſt at the very Brink of the Precipice, within one 
Step of everlaſting Perdition! May that Voice which 
wakes the Dead, that Thunder which rends the Rocks, 
now pierce into, and melt down every flinty, hardened 
Heart; and may all Mankind ſoon feel, and experimen- 
zally know, that Peace quhich paſſeth all Underflanding, 
which no human Language can ſufficiently expreſs ! 


October 4th, 1778. 
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